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Claims 1-28 are pending in this application. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 and 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by WO 99/13116. 

WO 99/131 16 explicitly discloses contacting a silver thiosulfate solution with an 
ion exchange resin with an amine functionality (page 7, lines 21-31). The ion exchange 
resin can be in the form of beads (page 8, lines 26-27; page 10, lines 13-14). Broad 
particle size of the ion exchange resin is disclosed (paragraph bridging pages 10-11), 
including "at least about 0.8 mm in average diameter" (page 14, lines 1-2). Polystyrene- 
divinyl benzene resins with amine functionality are disclosed as suitable resins (page 
11, lines 12-15). Amine functional group such as triethylamine and triethyl 
ethanolamine are disclosed (page 12, line 26; page 14, line 3). Commercial anionic 
resins such as Dowex MSA-2, gel type resin 21 K, Amberlite IRA-910, Lewatit M-600 
and MP 500 are disclosed (page 1 4, lines 1 -1 1 ) - it is noted that these resins are the 
same as the anionic resins disclosed by applicant on specification page 19. 
Claims 5 and 23 are included in this ground of rejection, because, upon further review, it 
appears that "less than approximately 0.8 mm" is broad enough to encompass 0.8 mm, 
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which is expressly disclosed by the cited reference. The claims are thereby anticipated, 
since the anticipation of the remaining claims are plainly evident from the above 
discussion. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WO 99/131 16 in view of The Merck Index. 

WO 99/131 16 explicitly discloses contacting a silver thiosulfate solution with an 
ion exchange resin with an amine functionality (page 7, lines 21-31). The ion exchange 
resin can be in the form of beads (page 8, lines 26-27; page 10, lines 13-14). Broad 
particle size of the ion exchange resin is disclosed (paragraph bridging pages 10-11), 
including "at least about 0.8 mm in average diameter" (page 14, lines 1-2). Polystyrene- 
divinyl benzene resins with amine functionality are disclosed as suitable resins (page 
1 1 , lines 12-15). Amine functional group such as triethylamine and triethyl 
ethanolamine are disclosed (page 12, line 26; page 14, line 3). Commercial anionic 
resins such as Dowex MSA-2, gel type resin 21 K, Amberlite IRA-910, Lewatit M-600 
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and MP 500 are disclosed (page 14, lines 1-1 1) - it is noted that these resins are the 
same as the anionic resins disclosed by applicant on specification page 19. All 
commercial strong-base resins having triethylamine functional group or triethyl 
ethanolamine functional group are disclosed (page 14, lines 2-11). 

The Merck Index discloses cholestyramine resin as a strong basic anion 
exchange resin having polystyrene trimethylbenzylammonium and divinylbenzene 
structure (page 369, item no. 2257). 

The difference between the claims and the primary reference by WO 99/13116 is 
that the primary reference does not explicitly disclose the feature of cholestyramine as 
the anion exchange resin. However, the primary reference discloses anion exchange 
resins with an amine functionality such as triethylamine functional group. Polystyrene- 
divinyl benzene resins with an amine functional is clearly taught. As a result, one 
having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to utilize similar ion exchange 
resins. Given that cholestyramine is a good anion exchange resin having polystyrene 
trimethylbenzylammonium and divinylbenzene structure, the ordinary skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to select cholestyramine as an exchange resin, in 
accordance with the teachings of the primary reference. 

Therefore, the claimed invention, as a whole, would have been prima facie 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, because 
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every element of the invention and the claimed invention as a whole have been fairly 
disclosed or suggested by the teachings of the cited references. 

Applicant is advised to substitute "so" for "such" in claim 16, line 5, in order to 
remove any ambiguity that may arise due to "such," i.e. in order to clarify whether "such" 
operates as an exemplary or limiting term. 

Claims 8-18 and 26-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable, subject to the above change and a search update at the 
time of the next Office action, if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to JOHN PAK whose telephone number is (571)272-0620. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
SPE, Gary Kunz, can be reached on (571)272-0887. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (571)273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JOHN PAK 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 1000 



